SERMON; FATHERHOOD

Fa·ther·hood
n.
1. The state of being a father.
2. The qualities of a father (Protector,provider,prophet,priest)
3.The state or responsibility of been a father 

Today is “FATHER’S DAY”. One day of the year that we set apart to remember and honor our “dads”. For some of us this is a joyous day, for we have such fond relationships with, or memories of, our fathers. How many have or had good relationship with the father?(show of hands)
How many us can say we had/have fathers who faithfully brought us up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, instilling the ways of the Lord?( show of hands)
I am aware that not everyone has the same experience with their earthly fathers. Some were tormented, even abused, by a godless man. Others were dominated by a tyrant. Others were ignored, or even deserted. And then there are some who never even knew who their earthly father was. But there is the hope - the promise - this morning: a wonderful hope for us all!  NONE OF US need live without the Fatherhood of God. He loves every one of His children without distinction, and He is faithful and true to the uttermost. There is NONE like Him. His paternal care is not just a replacement or a compensation for those who haven’t known an earthly father’s love - NO - He is the TRUEST Father of all. And every one of us is in need of His love.

My relationship with my own father was not bad but can have been better, but there was moment in my life when I came to know a whole new dimension of FATHERHOOD relationship. 
The day when I gave my life to Christ.;  I received Christ as my Saviour, and in that moment I was made a son of God and restored to perfect, intimate (even affectionate) relationship with the great Creator.
Look briefly with me then, at what the Scriptures teach us concerning “The Fatherhood of God”.
Firstly, let us observe that ...
1. God Is, By Nature, A Father.
He has a Father’s heart. It’s the very nature of who God is; He is a Father.
We see this revealed in His relationship to the Creation. God created all things, and He sustains it all continuously with meticulous care. Listen to Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:26-34 Matthew 6:26-34 New International Version (NIV)
26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life[a]?
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

So, God is, by nature, a father. But even to say that is NOT ENOUGH. The Bible goes further. Secondly, 
2. God Is THE Model Father.
Here is where so many people get it all back to front. People say, “You talk about God being a ‘father’ - you should have met my dad. He was a user. He was a tyrant. He was a molester. Don’t talk to me about fathers - if God is a father then I don’t want to know Him!”
But listen, God is not just “LIKE a father”; He IS Father. THE Father. The Bible shows God to be the model of fatherhood upon which all other fathers are judged. If you want to know what a TRUE father is, don’t look at your earthly father, (however good they may appear to be). Open the pages of God’s Word and see the heart of the Father revealed in the nature of God. HE is the model. The One who is: Faithful, True, Just, Merciful, Compassionate, Slow to Anger, Loving, Affectionate, Providing, Patient, Kind, etc.
In Matthew 23:9, Jesus says: “Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in Heaven.” It’s a strange verse, isn’t it?! I puzzled over it for a long time. What does it mean? Should I have been calling my dad by his first name instead? No, not at all ! Jesus is speaking here in an ultimate sense. In the same passage He says not to call any man “teacher”, for Christ is our Teacher. 
What Jesus is saying is we are not to look to any man as our ultimate instructor; that place belongs to Jesus Christ - men make mistakes; they will fail us, earthly fathers will fail us, All teachers are to be evaluated alongside our Great Teacher. What they say must be compared with what HE said. If they conform to His example they are VALID. Where they do not, they are to be rejected!
And Jesus says that the same goes for fathers. Call no man “Father” in an ultimate sense. We are not to impugn God’s character by judging HIM according to the standards of our earthly fathers. HE is the standard by which we judge fatherhood. The most  godly father on earth is but a shadow of God’s perfection!


God is THE model Father. And we see this  throughout the Bible
a) In the O.T. God models Fatherhood in His relationship to Israel (The Nation).
b) In the Gospels God models Fatherhood in His relationship to Jesus Christ (The Son).
c) In the N.T. God models Fatherhood in His relationship to believers (The Church).
 Thirdly ...
3. God Is Made “OUR Father” When We Receive Christ.
John 20:17 John 20:17 New International Version (NIV)
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”

Galatians 3:26 26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith,
-4:7 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.
Have you received Christ as your Saviour? If so, then you are a child of God in the fullest sense. You have been adopted into the Divine household, and you live your life under the watchful, paternal care of THE FATHER.
We have received the Spirit of adoption, by Whom we cry out “Abba! Father!” “Abba” is the language of children in the household. It is a respectful term of affection.
Devil challenges our son ship
Let us look at Matthew 4:3
3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”.
Note here: The “IF” of the enemy. “IF you are the Son of God ...”
Ever since the Garden of Eden, the enemy has continually come to the people of God with a hiss and an “IF”. See the subtlety of Satan - he doesn’t come with a point blank denial of God’s Word. We may see through that! . DOUBT serves his purposes far better than denial! And so he comes with an “IF”. “IF you are the Son of God ...”
Bottom of Form
He aims his “IF” right at the most vital parts...
a) He aims his “IF” at our son ship.
In Jesus’ case, he attacked His Divine Son ship. 
In OUR case, he would make us doubt our ADOPTION - our salvation.
The enemy does this despite the clear pronouncements of Scripture:
JESUS - Psalm 2:7 “You are My Son, today I have begotten you. Ask of Me and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession.”
US - Galatians 3:26 “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”
The enemy wants to make you doubt who you are - your sonship with Christ. “IF you are the Son of God...”
b) He aims his “IF” at our Father’s honor.
In the wilderness the devil came to tempt Jesus at His time of weakness. He had been fasting for 40 days and was hungry and weary. Satan’s temptation was to doubt that the Father would provide - to blame God for letting Him hunger.
And he will tempt you in the same way. “IF you are the son of God ... why does He let you suffer? Why aren’t you healed? Why is your family divided? Why are you broke? Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Perhaps He’s not your Father at all - maybe He doesn’t even exist; it’s all a great hoax.” The IF of the enemy. Trying to get you to doubt God - playing off your natural affections and desires.
.
I like a song by Israel Houghton called Identity/ who am I……… (build on this or not)
God Makes Men /Identity/In Isaiah 43:1we’re reminded: “I have called you by name; you are mine.” DO YOU KNOW WHAT NAME GOD CALLS YOU BY? WHAT DOES THE NAME MEAN? Give example of Gideon…(mighty man of war) yet family believed….
 When God created life, he reached down to touch and mold man from the earth. With care and intimacy, he created man in a distinct way. Ultimately, we learn that God is embedding his own image into man.
The Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. Genesis 2:7
In the surrounding verses of Genesis 2, we watch as God defines the purpose of this sole man prior to the creation of woman: the purpose of his work, expanse of his authority, parameters of his obedience, and even the swelling of desire for a wife.
Masculinity and fatherhood find their definition in God alone — not the world, not culture, not the workplace. Ultimately and completely, masculinity/fatherhood is defined by the God who makes men.
Voddie Baucham Jr. in his book “What He Must Be…If He Wants to Marry My Daughter.”  gives us a biblical picture of manhood.

The 4 P’s
Protector — a godly man will put himself between his family and all who would do harm.
· Strength is not the best indicator of a man being a good protector.
· The best indicator is a man who is passionate about becoming Christ-like, he will do the things to avoid harm coming to his loved ones and also have the spiritual discernment to protect against non-physical threats (moral, spiritual, mental, emotional etc.).
Provider — a godly man makes adequate preparation in advance for his family’s needs.
· Being a good provider is not the same as being upper-middle class. We are often influenced by the expectations of parents and friends (keeping up with the Kardashian, Joneses, Uhurus,Railas etc).
· 1 Thes 4:10–12 defines the standard of being a good provider as “not dependent on anyone.” Can he support the family independently? 11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
Prophet — a godly man speaks on behalf of God to his family.
· He brings up God naturally in everyday conversation with his family. On the way to school, at the dinner table, while on vacation…Deut 6:6–76 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.
· He plans and initiates regular family worship. Read. Pray. Sing.


Priest — a godly man speaks on behalf of his family to God.
· He prays with and for his family regularly.
· Relentless intercession Gen 18:23–33( Abraham interceded for those in Sodom) 

· Not provoking wrath( Remember Psalm 145:8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love)
· Ephesians 6:4 gives instructions for fathers to not provoke their children to wrath. This verse does not mean that a father will never annoy his children or that he should not correct them. It is impossible to teach without offering at least some correction!
· Barnes’ Notes on the Whole Bible offers this explanation of the phrase “do not provoke your children to wrath”: “That is, by unreasonable commands; by needless severity; by the manifestation of anger. So govern them, and so punish them—if punishment is necessary—that they shall not lose their confidence in you, but shall love you. The apostle here has hit on the very danger to which parents are most exposed in the government of their children. It is that of souring their temper; of making them feel that the parent is under the influence of anger, and that it is right for them to be so too.”
· While parents do have and should maintain authority over their children, the way they should deal with their children is with tenderness and understanding. This echoes the tender, understanding authority that Christ showed to His disciples and with which He deals with us.
These are just the basics. I say these things not as someone who has arrived, but as a fellow brother with room to grow.

Genesis 1:26-28 King James Version (KJV)
26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Realize on this day that you draw your identity from God , remember that God calls you His child and seeks to offer father ship to you…… 
End good father Chris Tomlin
